


SUBMITTED INFORMATION 
*************************** 
Name: Karl Ellensohn 
 
EMAIL: 
 
Subject: Comment About Project 
 
Address: Winnetka 
 
Comment: I have lived in Winnetka for 18 years and have seen this stretch of road go from bad to worse. The debate preceeds 
my time on the North Shore. Enough is enough, time to take action and build. I am in favor of the 4 lane option that matches up 
on both ends. Anything less is short sighted and will continue to cause problems for the next generation. Please stop wasting 
money on decades of study and debate and start construction on a much needed road. The East side of Northbrook is no longer 
farmland leading to an airforce base, is has become a vital part of commerce in the 21st century and deserves a road that is part 
of the 21st century. Please start construction on the 4 lane road in 2011. Thanks Karl Ellensohn 
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SUBMITTED INFORMATION 
*************************** 
Name: King Embry 
 

 
Subject: Website 
 
Address:  Winnetka 
 
Comment: I am strongly in favor of Willow Road being expanded to at least 4 lanes. Reasons: 1. Merging traffic from two lanes 
into one at either end of the stretch of road in question is not safe, given the amount of traffic throughout the day. A 3-lane Willow 
road doesn't address this situation, and trafic slowing or stopping for cars turning left is a very minor issue based on my driving 
on this road for over 25 years. 2. As for the safety of children crossing Willow, I think this argument is bogus. I have lived in 
Winnetka since 1984 and very rarely see anyone crossing Willow except during school hours when a Northfield Safety Officer 
monitors the intersection at the West end of the 2-lane. If crossing Willow in areas where there is not a traffic light is a concern 
because of people wanting to get to the ball field on the East end, consider constructing an 8' fence with evergreen planting in 
front of it along the length of the ball field. Doing so would require entering the ball field just across from where stoplights are 
located. Wouldn't this discourage people from crossing Willow in areas where they knew they could not get into the ballfield 
except at the end where there is a traffic light? I have suggested camera monitoring previously, but if anyone disputes my 
assertion that only a handful of people cross Willow throughout the day, excluding when school is opening or closing, simply 
install some cameras along Willow with 24/7 recorders to determine just how many people really do cross Willow Rd, both at 
intersections where traffic lights exist and all other areas. Performing one expensive study after another is simply pouring money 
down the drain. This is not a peaceful rural road as Northfield officials have tried to depict it. Let's fix it once and for all. If four 
lanes are voted down, then please repave and widen Winnetka Avenue just to the south so that Willow can be avoided. 
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 5           I think the only option is to widen it,
  

 6   four lanes, get the traffic flow up and not
  

 7   allow this delay that's been going on for the
  

 8   last 12 years, and total gridlock that's been
  

 9   going on for just as long, to continue.  It
  

10   seems that the four lanes with the curbed is the
  

11   best alternative, which seems to be working very
  

12   nicely along Willow and Palatine Road, until you
  

13   get to this Northfield section, which is clearly
  

14   not working and hasn't been working in years.
  

15   And I don't feel the other alternatives will
  

16   provide a significant change on Willow.  And
  

17   many of the alternatives I see with the
  

18   roundabouts and things like that I don't believe
  

19   they're going to increase the traffic flow
  

20   significantly to the degree that would solve
  

21   current problems at all.
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SUBMITTED INFORMATION 
*************************** 
Name: Robert Whitcomb 
 
EMAIL:  
 
Subject: Comment About Project 
 
Address: Winnetka, IL 
 
Comment: I understand that the concerns of the Northfield community must be heard on this issue - they have. Thus far 
however, I think the concerns of the larger community have not really been heard - they have been ignored. Willow road must 
accommodate the needs of the north shore as a whole and it will never do so if it remains as a two or three lane road. Please 
widen Willow Road to four lanes in a way that makes it as safe as possible for pedestrians, but also meets the needs of 
commuters, shoppers and residents of the surrounding communities. 
 
Submit: Submit 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  




